To:  Brown,  Matthew[MBrown@ap.org];  Harrison,  Melissa[Harrison. Meiissa@epa.gov];  Gray, 

David[gray. david@epa.gov] 

From:  Grantham,  Nancy 

Sent:  Thur  9/3/2015  6:19:56  PM 

Subject:  RE:  RELEASE:  EPA  Releases  Additional  Data  and  Public  Records  on  Gold  King  Mine 

Response 

Hi  Matt  - 


Nice  talking  with  you  earlier.  Looking  forward  to  getting  your  questions  and  I will  keep  you 
posted  on  the  interview  we  discussed. 


Thanks 


Nancy  Grantham 
857-829-8250 


From:  Brown,  Matthew  [mailto:MBrown@ap.org] 

Sent:  Thursday,  September  03,  2015  12:28  PM 
To:  Harrison,  Melissa;  Gray,  David 
Cc:  Grantham,  Nancy 

Subject:  RE:  RELEASE:  EPA  Releases  Additional  Data  and  Public  Records  on  Gold  King  Mine 
Response 


Thanks  Melissa.  Nancy-Can  I give  you  a call  or  can  you  please  try  me  at  406  696  4213  at  your 
earliest  convenience? 

Hoping  to  wrap  up  story  by  close  of  business  tomorrow. 


Matt  Brown 


Matthew  Brown 

Associated  Press  Correspondent 
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PO  Box  36300 


Billings,  MT  59107 
mbrown@ap.org 
phone-406  896  1528 
mobile-406  696  4213 
fax-406  896  8117 


From:  Harrison,  Melissa  [mailto:Harrison.Melissa@epa.aov1 

Sent:  Thursday,  September  03,  2015  10:26  AM 
To:  Brown,  Matthew;  Gray,  David 
Cc:  Grantham,  Nancy 

Subject:  RE:  RELEASE:  EPA  Releases  Additional  Data  and  Public  Records  on  Gold  King  Mine 
Response 


Hi  Matt!  David  is  out  of  the  office,  but  I’ve  cc’d  Nancy  who  will  work  with  you  on  your  update 
story.  Thanks!  Melissa 


From:  Brown,  Matthew  fmailto:MBrown@ap.org1 

Sent:  Thursday,  September  03,  2015  11:44  AM 
To:  Harrison,  Melissa;  Gray,  David 

Subject:  RE:  RELEASE:  EPA  Releases  Additional  Data  and  Public  Records  on  Gold  King  Mine 
Response 


Hi  Melissa- 

Hoping  to  speak  with  you  about  Gold  King  response.  With  eye  toward  hearings  starting  next 
week,  we  want  to  paint  a picture  of  how  things  have  played  out  so  far  in  terms  of  contamination 
(trends)  and  lessons  learned  to  date.  Realize  the  latter  topic  may  yet  be  tied  up  in  investigations. 
Also,  not  sure  who  appropriate  person  would  be  but  would  love  to  get  a live  interview  in  next 
couple  of  days. 

Please  let  me  know.  Also  left  you  a voice  mail. 

Thanks  much- 
Matt  Brown 
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Matthew  Brown 


Associated  Press  Correspondent 
PO  Box  36300 
Billings,  MT  59107 
mbrown@ap.org 

phone-406  896  1528 
mobile-406  696  4213 
fax-406  896  8117 


From:  Harrison,  Melissa  [mailto:Harrison.Melissa@epa.aov1 

Sent:  Friday,  August  28,  2015  6:16  AM 
To:  Gray,  David 
Cc:  Brown,  Matthew 

Subject:  Re:  RELEASE:  ERA  Releases  Additional  Data  and  Public  Records  on  Gold  King  Mine 
Response 


Matt-  I'm  checking  on  your  additional  questions,  but  the  documents  thus  far  need  to  stand  on 
their  own.  As  I've  said  before  this  is  only  one  look  at  the  incident.  A much  more  in-depth 
investigation  will  be  completed  by  the  Department  of  Interior. 

Melissa  Harrison 

Press  Secretary 

EPA 

Office:  (202)  564-8421 
Mobile:  (202)  697-0208 

H am  son , Mel i s s a @ epa . go v 
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On  Aug  28,  2015,  at  8:08  AM,  Gray,  David  <gray .david@epa.gov>  wrote: 


Matt, 


From  the  interactive  map  (http://www2.epa.gov/goldkinqmine/data-qold-kinq-mine- 
response),  click  on  a light  blue  water  droplet  symbol  to  see  surface  water  quality 
data.  You  will  have  options  to  click  and  view  the  Analytical  data  or  to  view  Trend 
information.  The  latter  shows  the  graphs. 


David 


From:  Brown,  Matthew  [mailto:MBrown@ap.orql 

Sent:  Thursday,  August  27,  2015  4:40  PM 
To:  Harrison,  Melissa;  Gray,  David 

Subject:  RE:  RELEASE:  EPA  Releases  Additional  Data  and  Public  Records  on  Gold  King 
Mine  Response 


Appreciate  the  response,  Melissa. 


The  documents  you  reference  don’t  have  all  the  answers,  but  based  on  what  we  can  gather 
from  those  and  prior  emailed  responses,  here  is  what  we  will  report  as  fact  on  the  pond(s) 
unless  you  inform  otherwise: 


-A  retention  pond  was  built  in  2014.  It’s  unknown  if  that  pond  was  in  place  at  the  time  of  the 
accident,  (no  evidence  of  one  from  photos;  would  be  helpful  to  know  if  it  was  still  there  but 
not  used,  deconstructed  or  whatever  case  was) 

-A  retention  pond  and  sludge  management  called  for  the  in  EPA’s  work  order  (6-25-14)  to 
manage  impounded  mine  water  had  not  been  fully  constructed.  I also  see  no  evidence  of  it 
in  photos,  (although  those  are  limited  and  so  is  my  understanding  of  what  to  look  for.) 
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Regarding  pressure  inside  the  mine: 

Documents  are  unclear  on  when  determination  was  made  of  low  or  no  mine  water 
pressurization.  When  was  that  determination  made? 


A separate  item:  Where  are  trend  graphs  that  EPA  posted  today?  I see  summary  tables, 

datamap,  but  not  trend  graphs. ...Please  provide  a link. 


Thanks  again- 
Matt  Brown 


Matthew  Brown 

Associated  Press  Correspondent 
PO  Box  36300 
Billings,  MT  59107 

mbrown@ap.org 
phone-406  896  1528 
mobile-406  696  4213 
fax-406  896  8117 


From:  Harrison,  Melissa  Imailto: Harrison. Melissa @epa.qov1 

Sent:  Thursday,  August  27,  2015  2:01  PM 
To:  Brown,  Matthew;  Gray,  David 

Subject:  RE:  RELEASE:  EPA  Releases  Additional  Data  and  Public  Records  on  Gold  King  Mine 
Response 


Matt-Please  reference  the  internal  review  doc: 
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http://www2.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015- 

08/documents/new  epa  nmt  gold  king  internal  review  report  aug  24  201 5fnldated  redacted. pci 


Page  4 in  the  2014  section  outlines  the  retention  pond  construction. 

Pages  5 and  6 outline  the  timeline  and  the  8 factors  that  led  to  a determination  of 
no  or  low  mine  water  pressurization  which  was  made  by  experienced  professionals 
from  EPA  and  the  DRMS. 

And  as  I mentioned  before,  this  is  only  our  internal  investigation,  the  Department  of 
Interior  is  also  conducting  an  external  review  which  will  be  completed  within  60 
days  of  their  start  date  of  Aug.  1 8. 


From:  Brown,  Matthew  [mailto:MBrown@ap.orq1 

Sent:  Thursday,  August  27,  2015  3:38  PM 
To:  Gray,  David;  Harrison,  Melissa 

Subject:  RE:  RELEASE:  EPA  Releases  Additional  Data  and  Public  Records  on  Gold  King 
Mine  Response 


Following  up  on  a couple  loose  threads: 


--was  the  retention  pond  build  in  2014  and  mentioned  yesterday  by  Stan  Meiburg 

removed? 

--when  was  determination  made  that  pressure  inside  the  mine  was  low/absent? 

-today’s  email  with  timeline  from  OSC  says  no  satellite  phone  on  site;  emergency  plan  had 
called  for  one;  any  explanation  for  why  there  wasn’t  one  there? 


Much  appreciated. 
Matt  Brown 
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Matthew  Brown 


Associated  Press  Correspondent 
PO  Box  36300 
Billings,  MT  59107 
mbrown@ap.org 

phone-406  896  1528 
mobile-406  696  4213 
fax-406  896  8117 


From:  Gray,  David  [mailto:qrav.david@epa.QOv1 

Sent:  Thursday,  August  27,  2015  9:14  AM 

Subject:  RELEASE:  EPA  Releases  Additional  Data  and  Public  Records  on  Gold  King  Mine 
Response 


From:  U.S.  EPA  Media  Relations  [mailto:noreplv-subscriptions@epa.qov1 

Sent:  Thursday,  August  27,  2015  9:02  AM 
To:  Gray,  David 

Subject:  RELEASE:  EPA  Releases  Additional  Data  and  Public  Records  on  Gold  King  Mine 
Response 


CONTACT: 
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Melissa  Harrison 

harrison.melissa@epa.gov 

(202)  564-8421  (office) 

(202)  697-0208  (mobile) 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

August  27, 2015 


EPA  Releases  Additional  Data  and  Public  Records  on 
Gold  King  Mine  Response 

WASHINGTON  - Today  the  U.S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency  (EPA)  released  new  data  trend 
graphs  and  additional  public  records  on  the  Gold  King  Mine  response. 

What  new  documents  are  being  released? 

EPA  is  releasing  a contractor's  Draft  Technical  Memo  of  the  August  5 incident,  including 
photographs,  an  EPA  On  Scene  Coordinator's  description  of  the  events  depicted  in  the 
photographs,  and  an  EPA  phone  duty  officer's  memorandum  to  the  file  about  the  incident  and 
certain  subsequent  events.  To  view  the  documents:  http://www2.eDa.qov/qoldkinamine/qold-kino- 

mine-chronoloqy 

What  is  EPA  posting  today? 

Today  EPA  is  posting  graphs  to  show  the  trending  concentrations  of  arsenic,  cadmium,  lead  and 
mercury  in  surface  water  over  time.  These  trend  graphs  were  created  from  pre-event  and  post-event 
data  posted  to  this  website  between  August  10,  2015  and  August  22,  2015. 

These  four  metals  are  the  primary  contaminants  of  concern  due  to  their  potential  to  pose  significant 
health  risks. 

We  plan  to  post  additional  charts  to  show  the  concentrations  of  all  24  metals  in  surface  water  over 
the  next  weeks. 

What  do  the  trending  graphs  show? 

EPA  is  posting  96  graphs  to  show  the  trending  concentrations  of  arsenic,  cadmium,  lead  and 
mercury  in  surface  water  at  the  24  sampling  locations  where  five  or  more  samples  have  been 
collected.  EPA  did  not  populate  graphs  for  those  sampling  locations  where  fewer  than  five  samples 
were  collected  because  those  locations  had  insufficient  data  to  create  a representative  trend  line.  If 
a chart  could  not  be  generated,  the  data  points  are  still  available  to  review  on  the  website.  And,  in 
the  event  that  additional  samples  are  collected  for  these  locations,  EPA  will  add  more  charts  to  this 
website. 

For  each  metal,  the  trend  graphs  illustrate  that  concentrations  are  significantly  lower  than  the 
Recreational  Screening  Level  (RSL).  The  specific  RSLs  for  each  metal  are  posted  on  the  right  side 
of  each  trend  graph.  RSLs,  established  by  EPA,  are  health-based  concentrations  for  each  metal 
based  on  exposure  during  recreational  use. 

The  RSLs  for  both  soil  / sediment  and  surface  water  are  based  on  recreational  scenarios  in  which 
an  adult  or  child  hiker/camper  is  exposed  to  surface  water  and  sediment. 

For  surface  water,  the  recreation-based  screening  levels  assume  that  the  adult  or  child  would 
receive  all  of  their  daily  water  intake  (2  liters/day)  from  the  river  over  a continuous  64  day  period.  For 
sediment,  the  recreation-based  screening  levels  are  based  on  a hiker/camper  that  may  become 
exposed  to  sediments  alongside  the  riverbank  over  a continuous  64-day  period.  These  RSLs  are 
conservative,  representing  levels  that  are  not  expected  to  cause  adverse  effects  over  an  extended 
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period  of  time,  based  on  a continuous  64-day  exposure.  These  screening  criteria  represent  the  most 
conservative  scenario  for  recreational  users. 

The  trend  graphs  shows  the  concentrations  of  dissolved  metals  rather  than  total  metals,  based  on 
the  pre-event  and  post-event  data.  Concentrations  are  expressed  in  the  dissolved,  rather  than  the 
total,  form  of  the  metal  because  the  dissolved  is  a better  predictor  of  harm  to  human  health  and  the 
environment. 

For  samples  with  metal  concentrations  that  were  too  low  to  detect,  EPA  plotted  the  Method 
Detection  Level  (MDL)  value  onto  the  trend  graph.  Please  note  that  the  trend  graphs  do  not  specify 
which  values  are  MDLs.  Please  also  refer  to  the  analytical  data  tables  to  determine  the  exact  values 
of  the  sample  results. 

Sampling  results  for  metals  that  are  close  to  or  at  the  MDL  show  variability  that  is  not  seen  for 
results  at  higher  concentrations.  This  may  be  due  to  laboratory  instrument  sensitivity  and/or 
variations  in  sampling.  EPA  notes  that  this  variability  may  be  observed  in  some  of  the  trend  graphs 
as  a series  of  lows  and  highs. 

What  data  was  used  to  create  the  trend  graphs? 

The  trend  graphs  were  created  from  pre-event  and  post-event  data  that  show  the  conditions  of  the 
Animas  and  San  Juan  watersheds.  Each  sample  was  analyzed  for  24  metals,  including  arsenic, 
cadmium,  lead  and  mercury. 

Pre-event  samples  were  taken  prior  to  the  plume’s  arrival  to  establish  a baseline  for  water  quality 
comparisons.  Data  for  pre-event  sampling  were  posted  on  August  10,  12,  13,  and  15,2015. 

What  do  the  sample  results  show? 

Both  sediment  and  water  quality  samples  have  been  reviewed  and  compared  to  RSLs  for  metals. 

The  concentration  of  metals  in  all  samples  collected  are  below  surface  water,  soil  / sediment  RSLs. 

Based  on  the  comparison  of  pre-event  data  with  data  collected  over  the  past  two  weeks,  the  pre- 
event  sampling  data  show  that  concentrations  for  all  24  metals  in  surface  water  are  trending  toward 
pre-event  conditions. 

EPA’s  long-term  concern  is  the  effect  of  metals  deposited  in  sediments  in  the  entire  watershed  and 
their  release  during  high-water  events  and  from  long  periods  of  recreational  use.  EPA  is  establishing 
a longer  term  watershed  monitoring  strategy  for  the  surface  water  and  sediments  that  have  been 
affected  by  the  Gold  King  Mine  spill  to  identify  potential  long-term  impacts  working  closely  with  State 
and  local  officials. 

To  view  the  data  map:  http://www2.epa.qov/qoldkinqmine/data-qold-kinq-mine-response 

R227 


If  you  would  rather  not  receive  future  communications  from  Environmental  Protection  Agency,  let  us  know  by  clicking  here 
Environmental  Protection  Agency,  1200  Pennsylvania  Avenue  NW,  Washington,  DC  20460  United  States 

The  information  contained  in  this  communication  is  intended  for  the  use 
of  the  designated  recipients  named  above.  If  the  reader  of  this 
communication  is  not  the  intended  recipient,  you  are  hereby  notified 
that  you  have  received  this  communication  in  error,  and  that  any  review, 
dissemination,  distribution  or  copying  of  this  communication  is  strictly 
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prohibited.  If  you  have  received  this  communication  in  error,  please 
notify  The  Associated  Press  immediately  by  telephone  at  +1-212-621-1898 
and  delete  this  email.  Thank  you. 

[IPUSDISC] 
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